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Reading a Diagram

~ The diagram shows the steps by which a bill passes through the House of
Representatives and the Senate before it is sent to the President for signature. Study the
diagram, and review text pages 132~133. Then, answer the questions that follow.
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The House or Senate debates and votes on
a bill. Often, amendments are added at this
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point. If a bill is passed, it goes to the other
house and follows the same route through

committee. If the other house has passed
a similar bill and will not agree to changes,
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hoth versions of the bill go to a
conference committee.

House.

T
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If both houses have passed éimitar but not identical
bilfs, a conference committee with members from both

houses works out differences. The compromise version

of the bill is then sent to each house for approval,
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The final version of a bill,
approved by both houses,
is sent to the President.

v

The President
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Reading a Chart (continued)

1. Which house or houses can introduce a bill?

2. What happens to a bill after it is introduced in the House of Representatives? in
the Senate? "

3. What happens to a bill when it goes to committee?

4. What happens in the House or the Senate right before a vote on a bill is taken?

- 5. What happens if the House of Representatives and the Senate approve similar, but
not identical,‘ bills? ~ ; :

6. Draw Inferences Why do you think a bill has togo thréugh all these steps before
it is voted on? . o :
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